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Pueblo Case 


Guilt Points 
To Top-Russell 

By JACK BELL 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen. 
Richard B. Russell, D-Ga., says 
that if testimony is upheld 4 
charging the USS Pueblo was 
inadequately equipped for de- 
fense and destruction of secret 
equipment, “then someone high- 
er up in the line of command 
has been guilty of a very grave 
dereliction of duty.” 

Russell, chairman of the pow- 
erful Senate Appropriations 
Committee, said that testimony 
by the Pueblo’s captain, Cmdr. 
Lloyd M. Bucher at a Navy 
court of inquiry indicates “a 
tragic mixture of errors” in out- 
fitting the ship. 

Bucher testified that the Navy 
failed to provide adequate 
means to destroy secret intelli- 
gence equipment, efficient guns 
and communications and made 
no arrangement for retaliatory 
help in case the intelligence ves- 
sel was threatened with attack. 

. “I do not want to prejudge 
this testimony,” Russell said in 
' an interview. “This is the state- 
, ment of one man and perhaps 
the Navy has some satisfactory 
reply to it.” 

. North Korea captured the 
j Pueblo about a year ago, claim- 
. ing the ship had intruded into its 
j 12-mile territorial sea limit. The 
[. United States has denied the 
claim. 
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